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Court of Saint-Germains were.   Here are some extracts from
Dicconson.
It is hard, considering what had happened, to make a right
judgment of their [King William's Ministers and Marlborough]
intentions and whether they had any other aim in what they did
than to secure themselves against a just resentment of an offended
prince should he fortune to return by other means. . . .
Lord Dartmouth's proffer of service which he sent by Mr Lloyd,
though it was probably more sincere, proved of as little use as the
rest. , . .
For the Prince of Orange looking never the worse upon Lord
Godolphin and Admiral Russell (an argument he had been no
stranger to thdr practices) but it was a check on others who
perhaps meant better ; of which number whether my Lord
Churchil was to be counted on or no is still a mystery and the
vail is like to remain upon it.
Again:
Nevertheless the King found no efccts of these mighty
promisses, for his Majesty insisting upon his [Churchill's] offer
of bringing over the English troops in Flanders, as the greatest
service he could doe him, he excused himself under pretence
there was some mistake in the message, that it would ruin all to
make the troops come over by parcells, that his business was to
gain an absolute power over them, then to doe all the business at
once. . . .
Again:
My Lord Churchil himself in his letter the 13 of december1
. . . tells the King, that he must not depend upon any other
advantage by his Declaration, than to dispose the people to
receive him when he came with a sutable force, and therefore
begs of his Majesty not to venter with less than Five and
Twenty thousand men, besides arms &c. for Seven thousand
more. These were the putts off the King met with from these
pretended friends, who never did him any essential good or
themselves any harme, for if they were out of imployment, it
passed for aversion to the government, and they made a merit of
it; and if they found means of being readmitted, then it was
1 Non-existent.
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